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MEMBERS’ STATEMENTS 
Fishing Article 

HON BRUCE DONALDSON (Agricultural) [4.33 pm]:  The members of the One Nation party have given me 
some time from the One Nation half-hour.  I was not intending to say anything, but I have become a little 
infuriated with an article that I was recently given.  It was from The Greener Times, page 20, of March 2003, 
headed “Trouble with Tuna” by Nic Dunlop, sustainable fisheries liaison officer.  I will read the article to 
illustrate some of the little porkies he has been writing in this magazine.  He should know better as a scientist. 

Hon Kim Chance:  He is very highly regarded as a scientist, as a matter of fact. 

Hon BRUCE DONALDSON:  Yes, but, unfortunately, like many other academic people, he lacks a great deal of 
commonsense.  The article reads - 

The proponents of the yellow-fin tuna aquaculture proposal at the Abrolhos recently took a group of 
Geraldton people on a tour of the Port Lincoln aquaculture industry.  Following this tour there has been 
extensive coverage in the local media, this has confirmed the worst fears of some that the tour was 
about PR rather than genuine information provision to the local community.   

Lie number one.  It continues - 

The tuna-ranching spin-doctors are to be congratulated for engineering a blue-ribbon snow job and for 
capturing the Geraldton media.  In my opinion the Southern Bluefin Tuna Industry tour has been used 
to persuade rather than inform stakeholders about a possible Yellowfin Tuna industry at the Abrolhos.  I 
was in Port Lincoln with another group in the week before the proponent’s junket . . .  

Those are his words.  I take deep exception to that.  I can inform Dr Dunlop that I have probably seen as much 
fin fish farming around the world as he has.  It continues - 

. . . and discussed the issues with many of the same people. 

Interestingly enough, he was invited to come along with that particular group.   

Hon Dee Margetts:  On the junket? 

Hon BRUCE DONALDSON:  It was not a junket, and Hon Dee Margetts knows damn well it was not.  He was 
invited. 

I ask myself - why would someone refuse an opportunity to pass on his pearls of wisdom and what greater 
opportunity would he have than to go along with the proponents, the media and other interested stakeholders 
who went to Port Lincoln?  I was going to Port Lincoln irrespective of that tour, because I have friends in the 
aquaculture industry who said that I should go to Port Lincoln.  The article further states -  

Strangely enough I was less convinced than many of the people on the Geraldton-Port Lincoln tour.   

I am not sure to whom he spoke or what group he was with, but I imagine he was probably with a bunch of 
greenies.  Of course, he was writing to pacify such people and to let the people who read this junk hear what they 
wanted to hear.  He goes on to say that the trouble in 1996 was caused by the fish being exposed to their own 
filth.  It is well known that when it was first established in Boston Bay, the depth of water under those pens was 
too shallow.  Even a non-scientist like me could have told them that.  They should never have been put there.  
They are currently in water that reaches a depth of 15 metres or more below the bottom of the pens.  The water 
beneath the pens is monitored by underwater cameras.  At the end of the growing period, which takes about four 
months, those pens must be shifted for the next value-adding process.   
Hon Dee Margetts:  Do you want to read the rest of the sentence to provide the context?   
Hon BRUCE DONALDSON:  The article states -  

We will never know because these impacts were not monitored.   
Is that correct?  It continues -  

The subsequent move of pens to another site was the subject of extended litigation and found to be 
unauthorized.   

The South Australian Government has authorised that.  The pens are now in deep enough water.  I can show Hon 
Dee Margetts, as Dr Nic Dunlop would have been shown, the videos from those underwater cameras.  There was 
no build-up beneath the pens.  The area is left fallow.  The fisheries department in that State makes sure that the 
nets or pens are not put back in the same area; they must be moved.  They are strictly monitored.  The article 
continues -  
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The Mid-West Times article “Deep is Meaningful” attributes Kirsten Rough as saying “tuna excreted in 
liquid form and in minimal amounts”. 

Kirsten Rough is an environmental marine biologist.  She is a talented person in her own right as a scientist.  
What she said is true.  Dr Nic Dunlop would know that tuna must keep on the move because most of that matter 
is excreted through their gills.  They rely on that.  That is why when tuna are transported, they are put into what 
are called tow pens.  They travel at one knot per hour so that water continues to flow past the gills of the fish; 
otherwise, the tuna would die.  He knows that.  He finished up by saying - 

Not sure I’d want to eat a fish with such a poor ability to excrete, it would after all be full of shit!   
They are his words.  In talking about imported forage fish products, he said -  

The WA Department of Fisheries biologists are of the view that the fish farms off Port Lincoln were the 
most probable source of introduction for the pilchard herpes virus.   

That is very interesting.  Those fish are imported under strict quarantine procedures and standards.  Our rock 
lobster industry in Western Australia buys in between 12 000 and 16 000 tonnes a year of that very same bait 
fish to stick in its pots.  I understand that the allegations made against the Port Lincoln people were discounted 
some time ago.  If it were so dangerous, one would think that Dr Nic Dunlop would slam the rock lobster 
industry of Western Australia for using imported bait fish, because most of the fish used by the rock lobster 
industry here are imported.  He finished by saying - 

One social lesson to be learnt from Port Lincoln is that once such an industry becomes established, and 
people become dependent on it, then it can become a law unto itself.  Although the Conservation 
Council of SA succeeded in its case against the early operators’ unauthorised movement of their sites 
the government simply changed the law to accommodate these powerful interests.  If we decide to risk 
the Abrolhos the political realities are that there may be no comeback.   

The Port Lincoln industry is highly monitored and regulated by the South Australian fisheries department and 
the South Australian Government.  They had the sense to move the farmers to an area where, quite frankly, they 
should have been in the first place.  They now have the necessary flowthrough.  Wave energy is used to discount 
and clear any wash.   

Dr Dunlop also talked about the silver gulls and Pacific gulls that frequent the feeding sites.  They have become 
more prevalent.  The farmers have changed the method of feeding.  They now use cages that are underneath the 
water, and the bluefin tuna go through.  That will attract birds, but heaps of birds are at the Abrolhos now.  Many 
people do not understand that what we lovingly see as seagulls are called salmonella rats.  They are disease 
carriers.  That is not good from an environmental point of view.  They not only are disease carriers but also 
attack the nests of other seabirds and sea life.  They create havoc on the ecology of the bird network.  I believe 
culling should be a paramount concern.  People do not realise the disease that can be attributed to gulls.   

I am disappointed in Dr Nic Dunlop.  I felt that as a scientist and a knowledgeable person he would have at least 
presented a balanced argument, not just an issue for The Greener Times.   

I went to Port Lincoln with an open mind.  I understand aquaculture very well.  I have seen it in operation around 
the world.  It has been a passion of mine for 14 years.  This State has an aquaculture unit because of my 
representations to the Premier and the Minister for Fisheries when we were in government.  I hope the 
Government will have the guts to follow through with the trial project.   

Coronial Inquiry 

HON DEE MARGETTS (Agricultural) [4.41 pm]:  Strangely enough, I will not respond to that last speech.  I 
am sure Nic Dunlop is capable of defending his own position.   

Hon Paddy Embry:  Is he a Green?   

Hon DEE MARGETTS:  He is employed through the Conservation Council of Western Australia.  I am sure he 
would be delighted to know that his report has been mentioned in the Parliament.   

I rise tonight to talk about another, very serious, issue.  I thought very carefully before bringing this to the 
Parliament as it relates to some circumstances that are to be investigated by a coroner’s inquiry.  I contacted the 
State Coroner’s office.  Both a coroner’s inquiry and a WorkSafe inquiry may be instigated.  However, my 
bringing this to the attention of the Parliament should not be a problem for either inquiry.   

I refer to a statement written by a person from Lancelin.  It might contain some grammatical errors.  For 
instance, “tried” might be written as “tired”.  I will correct it as I read it.  The statement relates to a fire in the 
Lancelin area on 26 January and states -  
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Australia Day 26 January 2003 10.30 . . . I left Lancelin with a friend on sighting a volume of smoke 
South of Lancelin.   

When my constituent contacted me about this issue, I urged him to pass on his concerns and reports to the 
coroner.  For various reasons he chose not to do it that way, possibly because he did not feel comfortable about 
it.  That is why he chose to provide the information to me.  It is not that I asked him to provide the information to 
me rather than to the coroner.  I think that in the end he decided it was better to bring this information into the 
public arena.  If these concerns about fires are not brought into the public arena, the same mistakes may be 
repeated.  This person is talking about his issues and concerns so that he can perhaps assist the coroner’s inquiry 
and the WorkSafe inquiry.  He also wants to assist the people in the Lancelin area by encouraging them to ask 
questions about how to avoid these situations in the future.  The statement continues -  

I drove directly to Allan Baker’s Bee Site and scratched my name in the sand so that he would know I 
was around.  We then continued on to Ledge Point and met with Allan and Michelle and others on a 
small hill on the left before the town (Telstra compound).  The C.A.L.M Officer (Andy Darbeyshire) 
arrived at this position approximately a few minutes after our arrival, this officer dressed in Fire-
Fighting outfit was then approach by Allan Baker, myself and a 3rd party to voice our concerns and to 
convey to him the closeness of Allan’s Apiary site, he advised us to move them during day-light hours, 
being 100 plus, it was not practical considering the field bees were still flying and the time factor 
against shifting the Apiary.  We noticed that his attitude to be unhelpful, sort of couldn’t give a damn.  
Allan asked who was in charge of the situation; he informed that it was Mick Pimm the Gingin Shire 
Ranger.  Allan then asked to allay his concerns to the said Ranger.  Allan and I informed him of a 
probability of 100% change of wind (sea breeze) almost daily, the fact conveyed was that help would 
definitely be required, to this the officer’s answer was that if it’s not on C.A.L.M land, it was not my 
concern, Allan stated that he has had problems in the past and had approached the Minister for 
Agriculture Mr. Kim Chance, about this ongoing problem, at this point he drove off.  At this point it 
was decided to attempt to enlarge the perimeter of this apiary site.  The use of a lawn-mower, axe, 
shovels and rakes, this being carried out by the entire family, the eldest boy being 12 and the youngest 9 
years of age.  I then positioned myself at the end of the row of hives just east of where the fire jumped 
Ledge Point road (approximately 400m) after the sea breeze came in.  I used my personal vehicle, a 
land Cruiser tray top and used binoculars to observe virtually everything occurring.  I have farmed for 
33 years and been a Soldier on active service, the lack of co-operation and general management was 
non-existent.   

That is a double negative but I think we know what he means.  It continues -  
When the fire jumped the road (Ledge Point) there was only one fire truck at this point and a fixed wing 
plane dropped a load missing and too far on the north side, the fire dulled for a moment only, however 
the truck never attempted to go after the fire, if only the truck had moved off the road there would have 
been a very good chance of success.  The lack of decision making - they had approximately 2 1/2 to 3 
hours to back-burn and the chance went begging, when the fire was three to four hundred metres from 
the Ledge Point road nothing was tired, still no back-burning, you see the fact is: you fight fire with 
fire, I could clearly see loaders and fire-fighting outfits working on the perimeter, but nothing on the 
front. 
The fire traveled north for some distance, and then the sea breeze strengthened and headed directly due 
east, at this stage a very nice front heading directly at Allan’s apiary site.  Once this was clearly the case 
I was out of there with bush much higher than my vehicle, I arrived at the apiary site and joined in to 
help.  All during the lead-up we tired to attract fixed wing 01, 02, 03 and news helicopter, we could 
have burnt in hell, when the fire was almost upon us, we sent Michelle and the 2 boys out to the main 
road, they were very reluctant to leave us.  We took precautions and both vehicles running, we were on 
our own; we found refuge in the Lime stone quarry as the fire swept over us.  When the smoke cleared 
sufficiently we proceeded to the main road to check on Allan’s family, at this point we had a extremely 
bad altercation with Andy Darbeyshire as to whether or not he had passed on any messages as to our 
plight, I have never had to lower myself to such levels in my life and I’m certainly not proud of this 
occurrence, at this position Ledge Point Tee road a collection of people had gathered, Police, Fire units, 
Bee-keeper’s, Rangers(x2) C.A.L.M Officer and F.E.S.A.  At this point in time F.E.S.A’s newly arrived 
person told us we could not return to the apiary site, this occurring we were beyond ourselves, I in 
particularly roasted him and told him that the fire had passed right in front of us, now it’s gone, he did 
not know we were right in the middle, we eventually made it back to the apiary site, pushing over the 
burning hives and covering with sand.  At this point in time the wind was all over the place, by this time 
south west and appeared to be heading for another of Allan’s apiary sights.  We proceeded north on the 
main road until the fatal accident site, on arrival Allan approached Vern Ferguson to see what had 
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occurred, Vern stated that there was a major problem, that then became clear at this time I had counted 
12 fire-fighting outfits stationary while the fire had jumped two more roads and ripped through Seaview 
Park Housing Estate.  I told Allan, lets get going along K W Road to his other bee site, by doing this 
blind freddy could tell we had to go through the same experience again.  We traveled back to the 
accident scene and approached the Mundaring fire truck; all the fellows were keen to go immediately 
however their fire officer was of the same feeling, but could not get approval to do so.  Again or still a 
massive break-down in communications, so feeling rather down I said to Allan we can’t rely on anyone, 
so back up K.W road and down the S.E.C track and the fire half way down to the apiary site, it was with 
trepidation that we attempted to do the best we could, two chaps and after the fire passed not one person 
to be seen, frustrated with left the bee site and then on heading out found Ocean farms was to be 
evaluated, so we headed to Allan’s home and family, to my surprise on arrival you could see no flames 
and not very much smoke. 
I feel that even on the day our idea’s, suggestions and input was a complete waste and that we were 
treated as what would they know.  I would never blame the digger’s, however I’ve lost respect for so 
many people, some in Lancelin and some away from here.  Fore what its worth you lacked six (6) 
Lieutenants for the size of that fire, who can make decisions on the spot.  Before the fire crossed the 
Ledge Point Road the placing of six to eight small rigs to enter immediately into the bush, we would not 
have had the death. 

The reason I have read this letter is not because I want to gun for certain individuals.  I know some of these 
people.  In communities it is often extremely difficult for people to talk about issues after such an occurrence.  
However, as I mentioned last night during members’ statements, a lot of blaming has been taking place within 
the community.  It is important that people feel that they can put their views and that their version of the day is 
recorded.  Individuals may feel that they have been named.  However, the reason I have raised this matter is not 
to have a go at people.  I want to make sure that in any inquiries, whether it be a Coroner’s inquiry or a 
WorkSafe inquiry, and in any future discussion on the starting and management of fires, and on dealing with the 
aftermath, these lessons are taken on board.  I want to make sure also that instead of just finding scapegoats, 
people who feel that mistakes have been made in the planning, execution and management of fires can feel that 
their views are being taken on board and that they can talk about the matter openly instead of stabbing each other 
in the back.   

Fatal Accident 
HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [4.51 pm]:  I do not like to totally disappoint Hon Bruce Donaldson, who 
feels there has been an absence in the One Nation input.   
Hon Bruce Donaldson:  Do not always take me literally.   
Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I wish to bring to the attention of the House a fatal accident that occurred near my home 
recently.  This is a subject on which I have spoken previously, but this accident has really brought it close to 
home.  The accident involved a four-wheel-drive vehicle and an L-plate driver, whose father was the passenger.  
The accident occurred on a stretch of road that I estimate goes for approximately five kilometres in one direction 
without a bend and for about 15 kilometres in the opposite direction without a bend, so it is a very long and 
straight stretch of wide road.  The road condition was such that visibility was 100 per cent.  Sadly, the young 
fellow lost control of the vehicle and it went off to the side of the road, and it is estimated that it rolled about six 
or seven times.  To me that would indicate excessive speed, or certainly a speed at which it was beyond the 
young fellow’s ability to handle that four-wheel-drive vehicle.   

I made an inquiry as to where these people had come from.  Apparently they were not from the Wellstead area 
but were from a town.  As I have said in this place previously, city or town people just do not know how to drive 
in outback conditions.  I must add that the road is a sealed bitumen road.  We need facilities within the State, at 
the very least within the metropolitan area, and I would hope also in some of the larger regional centres, in which 
driving courses are available for the younger generation so that they can learn how to extricate themselves from 
difficult road situations in a safe environment.  Police officers undertake a driving course that involves dealing 
with oil slicks, wet roads and various other hazards.  Police officers learn how to handle a vehicle under extreme 
conditions.  If any members are familiar with that piece of road they would wonder how on earth someone could 
have such an accident.  No other vehicle was involved.  It seems inconceivable how such an accident could 
occur.  Unfortunately, the mother was following closely in another vehicle.  She was the first person on the 
scene.  The husband lost the top half of his head in the accident.  Local volunteer ambulance people had to deal 
with the situation.  The accident highlights the difficulties drivers can get into even when conditions are perfect.  
Just imagine towing a caravan or a heavy trailer.  Some drivers do not have the experience of country speed 
limits and open roads.  Conditions are worse on unsealed roads.  If the House is interested, I will obtain more 
details of where the family came from.  They were not local.  I believe they came from a large town or a large 
regional city.   
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House adjourned at 4.57 pm 

__________ 
 


